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Interview with Dr Uday Dokras our own Nagpurian Scholar on Hindu Temples 
and No. 1 in the world in writing the highest number of Books and research 
articles on Hindu mandirs. 


What is the importance of Saryu River? 


The Sarayu finds mention in ancient Hindu scriptures, Vedas, and the Ramayana. In 
the Treta Yuga, the birthplace of Lord Rama and the capital city Ayodhya were situated 
on the banks of the Sarayu. The Sarayu River holds significance in the narrative of 
Ayodhya, as it has been a witness to the life of Lord Rama from his exile to his return 
to Ayodhya. 


Speaking of the history of the Sarayu River Sarayu is one of the seven tributaries of 
the Ganga River. Sarayu, Sharda and Ganges are interconnected. The Sharda 
originates primarily from the foothills of the Himalayas at Kalapani in the Himalayas. 
Also known as Kali River and Mahakali River it runs through Nepal's western border 
with India and joins Ghaghra River, a tributary of the Ganges. The Sarayu is a tributary 
of the Sharada river and diverges from it in Uttarakhand to continue its course through 
Uttar Pradesh. The sanctity of the Sarayu River is such that bathing in it is believed to 
cleanse a person of impurities. 


What is a holy city in Hinduism 


Cities connected to some divine element are known as Holy cities. In case of Ayodhya 

it has a three fold divinity, it is a part of Ganges, it is witness to the birth of Ram and 
to the developments in later life including his exit to vanvas,his return from the 
VANVAS, and the battle with Ravan, Coronation, and his ritual of the Ashwamedha 
yajna , launch of the consecrated horse followed by Rama’s army and his interactions 
with his children who battle unknowingly with his army in the forest and later meet him 
in the City of Ayodhya 
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The word "Ayodhya" 


The word means "not to be fought" or, more idiomatically in English, "invincible". 
Historically Ayodhya was known as Saketa, an important city during 6th Century. 


During the Gupta rulers, Ayodhya reached its highest political significance such that 
during the reigns of Kumaragupta and Skandagupta capital of empire was shifted from 
Pataliputra to Ayodhya where old name of Saketa was replaced to Ayodhya. 


Ayodhya name of the city defines the city as Lord Rama’s capital city. In early second 
millennium, King Gahadavalas came into power at Kannauj building several Vishnu 
temples at Ayodhya. In subsequent years, the cult of Lord Rama gathered momentum 
and consequently, Ayodhya's importance as a pilgrimage centre grew. After 
independence of India from British rule, Ayodhya has been an important city of uttar 
Pardesh from spiritual point of view. 


Nagara Architecture 


These mandirs are raised on a hightened plinth, with the garbha griha — where the 
idol of the deity rests — the most sacred part of the temple. Towering over the garbha- 
grina is the shikhara (literally ‘mountain peak’), the most distinguishable aspect of 
Nagara style temples. Ayodhya Ram Mandir is constructed in the Nagara style, 
standing on a solid stone foundation. Nagara temples are typically built on a square 
or rectangular plan. The shikhara is located in the center. The temple may also have 
many smaller towers, called mukhamandapas, located around the shikhara. Walls: 
The walls of Nagara temples are typically made of stone or brick. 


The Plot of land 


The plot of land decides the size and style of the structure being built. Because the 
Mandir had to be built exactly on the spot demarcated by the 2019 SC decision and 
the plot was square, a Nagara style may have been chosen which indeed is ideal for 
a North Indian Prince. 


Pillars 


There are a number of Thousand Pillar Temples, such as the Rudreswara Swamy 
Temple, Sri Ranganathaswamy temple in Srirangam which has 21 gopurams (tower 
gateways), and the tallest one, the Rajagopuram, has 13 stories or levels - 236 feet 
(72 meters) high, and with 15,000 steps. There are 365 and one-quarter 
sculptured granite-stone pillars in the Padmanaswamy temple. At Ayodhys we have 
392 pillars fitted in the dimensions of: length (east to west) - 380 feet, width - 250 feet, 
and height - 161 feet. It has three 20 feet tall stories and 44 gates. 


History of Ram Janmabhoomi 
It is the site that is hypothesized to be the birthplace of Rama, the seventh avatar of 
the Hindu deity Vishnu. The Ramayana states that the location of Rama's birthplace 


is on the banks of the Sarayu river in a city called "Ayodhya". Modern- 
day Ayodhya is in the north Indian state of Uttar Pradesh. 
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1. The Ramayana, a Hindu epic whose earliest portions date back to ist 
millennium BCE, states that the capital of Rama was Ayodhya. The now- 
demolished Babri Mosque in Ayodhya is the exact birthplace of Rama. 


2. The Babri mosque was constructed during 1528-29 'Mir Baqi' (possibly Bagi 
Tashqandi), who was a commander of the Mughal emperor Babur (r. 1526— 
1530). 


3. In 1528 A.D. Babur came to Ayodhya and halted here for a week. He destroyed 
the ancient temple and on its site built a mosque. 

4. The materials of the old structure [i.e., the mandir] were largely employed, and 
many of the columns were in good preservation. 

5. H.R. Neville, the editor of the Faizabad District Gazetteer (1870), wrote that the 
Janmasthan temple "was destroyed by Babur and replaced by a mosque." He 
also wrote "The Janmasthan was in Ramkot and marked the birthplace of 
Rama. 

6. In 1634, Thomas Herbert described a "pretty old castle of Ranichand 
[Ramachand]" which he described as an antique monument that was 
"especially memorable."However, by 1672, the appearance of a mosque at the 
site can be inferred because Lal Das's Awadh-Vilasa describes the location 
without mentioning a castle, house or temple. 

7. In 1717, the Moghul Rajput noble Jai Singh Il purchased land surrounding the 
site and his documents show a mosque. 

8. The Jesuit missionary Joseph Tiefenthaler, who visited the site between 1766 
and 1771, wrote that either Aurangazeb (r.1658-1707) or Babur had 
demolished the Ramkot fortress, including the house that was considered as 
the birthplace of Rama by Hindus. He further stated that a mosque was 
constructed in its place, but the Hindus continued to offer prayers at a mud 
platform that marked the birthplace of Rama 

9. In 1810, Francis Buchanan visited the site, and stated that the structure 
destroyed was a temple dedicated to Rama, not a house and that there was an 
inscription on the wall of the mosque stating it to have been built by Babur. 
Many subsequent sources state that the mosque was constructed after 
demolishing a temple. 

10.Before the 1940s, the Babri Masjid was called Masjid-i-Janmasthan ("mosque 
of the birthplace") in common parlance as well as official documents such as 
revenue records. 

11. Shykh Muhammad Azamat Ali Kakorawi Nami (1811-1893) wrote: "the Babari 
mosque was built up in 923(?) A.H. under the patronage of Sayyid Musa 
Ashiqan in the Janmasthan temple in Faizabad-Avadh, which was a great place 
of (worship) and capital of Rama’s father. 


Size 


The outer wall of the Angkor Wat in Cambodia is 1,024 m (3,360 ft) by 802 m (2,631 
ft) and 4.5 m (15 ft) high, surrounded by a 30 m (98 ft) apron of open ground and a 
moat 190 m (620 ft) wide and over 5 kilometres (3 mi) in perimeter. The moat extends 
1.5 kilometres from east to west and 1.3 kilometres from north to south. 
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The mandir of Akshardham in NJ,USA spans 255 feet in length, 345 feet in width, and 
rises to a height of 191 feet. It has nine shikhars and four characteristic domes at the 
top of the mandir. 


Ayodhya Ram Mandir Features 2024 


e Total Land Allocated: The Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust has 
been given 70 acres of land for the construction of various temples. 

e Main Temple Complex: The main temple complex covers 2.7 acres, where the 
idol of Shri Ram will be placed, and devotees can worship. 

e Temples for Other Deities: In addition to the main temple, there will be 
temples for other deities such as Lord Ganesha, Shiva, and more, which 
devotees can visit. 

e Mandapas: The temple will have 5 mandapas named Kudu, Nritya, Rang, 
Kirtana, and Prarthana. Each will feature the activity it is named for. 


Once complete, the Ayodhya temple complex will be the world's third largest Hindu 
temple. 
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